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Labour Studies 301

Section: D200
Term 2011 Fal

Instructor: Dale MCartney
Emai | :
Ofice #: TBA

Di scussi on Topics: Since 1976, the average wage of working Canadi ans has decreased steadily.
Canadi ans are working | onger hours today than they did a generation ago, they have nore debt
than they had in the past, and they are less likely to receive benefits fromtheir enployers.
The nunber of Canadi ans working in the | ower-paid service sector has grown massively in the
past generation. Not coincidentally, with all of these changes, unionization rates in Canada
have been decreasing over the past thirty years as well, especially in the private
(non-government) sector. |If any of these facts concern you, or you want to know how t hey

m ght be reversed, or even if you just want to prepare yourself better for the job narket and
work in Canada, LBST 301 is the class for you.

This course will be an exami nation of these issues, and nany nore related to work in Canada.
W will |ook at how race and gender inpact workers and unionists in Canada; workers and
unions and their portrayal in the nedia; the idea of class culture, and the role that culture
pl ays in working peoples lives; the thorny issue of political parties and the working class;
and the changi ng position of workers around the world as a result of globalization. Al of
these topics will be explored with a m xture of readings, |ecture, and occasional in-class
filns.

Labour Studies is an interdisciplinary approach to studying work, workers, and trade unions,
and is of interest to students who study any of social sciences or arts, or who are just
interested in the activity nost of us spend nost of our l|ives doing: work.

Gradi ng: G adi ng Breakdown:

Participation: 20%

Witing Assignment 1 Media or class culture paper (6-8 pages): 25%

Witing Assignnment 2 d obalization paper (12-15 pages): 35%

Take home final exam 20%

Al students are expected to read SFUs policies concerning academ ¢ di shonesty.

[T 10.02 and T 10.03]. The policies can be read at these websites:

www. sf u. cal/ policies/teachi ng/t10-02. ht m and www. sfu. ca/ policies/teaching/t10.03. htm

Required Texts: David Canfield, Canadian Labour in Crisis: Reinventing the Wrkers Mvenent,
Hal i fax: Fernwood books, 2011

Al'l other readings will be on reserve at Bennett Library.

Recomrended Texts: None
Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es: None

Pr erequi site/ Corequisite:
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Not es: None
This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU

Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



