
Human Origins

Archaeology 131

Section: D900

Term: 2010 Fall

Instructor: Dr. Sarah Walshaw

Office: Surrey Campus TBA

Phone: TBA

email: swalshaw@sfu.ca

Office Hours: TBA

Discussion Topics: This course is an introduction to biological anthropology, the study of 
humanitys evolutionary past and biological present. Students will learn about:

\x09
the history of the discipline and how biological anthropologists work in the field and 
laboratory;
\x09the principles of genetics and evolution;
\x09the place of humans in the natural world and the diversity of primates biologically and 
behaviorally;
\x09the theories, fossils, and material culture that have contributed to our historic and 
current understanding of hominid evolution;
\x09the emergence of modern humans and the current diversity of humans biologically; 
bioarchaeology and forensic anthropology.

Grading: Midterm I Exam 25%

Midterm II Exam 25%

Article Review 20%

Final Exam 30%

Required Texts: Stanford,C.,  J. Allen, S. Antón and N. Lovell. 2009. Biological 
Anthropology: the natural history of humankind. Toronto: Pearson/Prentice Hall.

Recommended Texts: 

Materials/Supplies: 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: None

Notes: Breadth: Social Sciences/Science

Students requiring accommodations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre for 
Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or csdo@sfu.ca.

All students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academic 
honesty and student conduct (S10). These policies are available at the following web address: 
http://www.sfu.ca/policies/Students/index.html
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Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated medical disability.

This outline is derived from a course outline repository database that was maintained by SFU 
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Department. The database was retired in 
2014 and the data migrated to SFU Archives in 2015.


