Zooar chaeol ogy
Ar chaeol ogy 340

Section: D100
Term 2010 Spring

Instructor: Dr. David Maxwel |

Di scussi on Topics: Zooarchaeology is the identification, analysis, and interpretation of

ani mal remains from archaeol ogi cal contexts. This course will consist of a | ecture conponent
that will provide background into the nethod and theory underlying faunal analysis and
interpretation. Topics will include the study of taphononmy and fornation precesses such as
bone burning and weathering, the quantification of vertebrate and invertebrate renains, the
role of hunting, gathering, and fishing in human societies, aninal domestication, the ritua
use of faunas, worked bone and bone artifacts, and zooarchaeol ogy in historical archaeol ogy.

Lectures are conplinented by the | ab conponent of the course. Lab time will be spent |earning
the basics of aninmal taxonomy and bone and shell identification. Students will |earn howto
recogni ze the nore conmon el enents of bony and cartil agi nous fish, reptiles and anphi bi ans,
birds, and the nmajor manmalian groups: |agonorphs (rabbits), rodents, carnivores, and hoofed
manmal s; donestic aninmals and marine mammals will al so be discussed. Lab tinme will also be

devoted to recognizing different types of taphononi c damage, including weathering, burning,
and m neral staining.

A term paper is required. Papers can deal with any topic related to zooarchaeol ogy, whet her
theoretical or regional in focus. Paper topics nust be approved by the instructor

Gradi ng: Wekly bone quizzes: 10%

M d-termexam 30%

Fi nal exam 30%

Term paper: 30%

Required Texts: Reitz, Elizabeth J. and Elizabeth S. Wng. 2008. Zooarchaeol ogy. Canbridge

Manual s i n Archaeol ogy. Canbridge University Press.

Addi tional readings will be made avail abl e as phot ocopi es.

Recomrended Texts:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es:

Prerequi site/ Corequisite: ARCH 201

Not es: Students requiring accommpdations as a result of a disability must contact the Centre
for Students with Disabilities 778.782.3112 or csdo@fu.ca



Zooar chaeol ogy

Al students are expected to read and understand SFUs policies with regard to academc
honesty and student conduct (S10). These policies are available at the followi ng web address:
http://ww. sfu. cal/policies/Students/index. htn

Deferred grades will be given only on the basis of authenticated nedical disability.

February 15-26 O ynpic Ganes break. Al classes cancelled. Ofices open. TAs will not be
avail abl e for consultation during this tine.

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU
Student Services and the University’s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



