Seni or Project in Misic Conposition
Contenporary Arts 446

Section: D100
Term 2012 Spring
Instructor: David Maclntyre

Di scussion Topics: This senester, conposers will wite for four singers, (a cappella, one
singer on a part) in an investigation of the contenporary classical voice and the SATB
(Soprano/ Al to/ Tenor/ Bass) four-part choral tradition. Semnar topics will include selecting
text, the history of m xed choral singing in the Wstern tradition, and technical issues in
conposi ng for four voi ces unacconpani ed. Four professional singers will be engaged to read
student conpositions in a series of three-hour workshops. At senesters end, a concert of

sel ected works will be performed at the SFU Theatre or, possibly, in the new theatre at SFU
Wodwar ds i n downt own Vancouver.

Regardi ng words/lyrics/text for songs: since this course is about exploring the genre of
contenporary choral witing, conposers are asked to select found-text for their comnpositions;
that is, poetry or prose that has been published. The words selected for setting nay be in
Public Dormain or they may require publishers permnission; in which case, the conposer nust
produce proof of perm ssion fromthe copyright owner to use the selected words in a song. In
some circumnstances, conposers will be allowed to use words by living collaborators. In rare
ci rcunst ances, conposers will be allowed to wite their own text, but only with specia

perm ssion of the instructor. Sacred text is al so possible.

The format for all nusic conposition courses (I1-VI) is the sane: a weekly sem nar, which al
conposition students are required to attend, and a weekly tutorial with the instructor in a
smal |l group format. The tutorials are arranged on the first day of classes. 200 |eve
students nust conplete at |east six mnutes of nmusic, 300 | evel students nust conplete at

| east nine mnutes of nmusic and 400 | evel students nmust conplete ten to twelve nmnutes in a
uni fied, |onger conposition for voices.

Grading: Attendance of all classes is nandatory. The final grade will be based on the
conpositions, (quality of ideas, invention and technique of all assignnents); participation
in semnar and tutorials; and over-all commtnment and inprovement as a conposer

Requi red Texts:

Recomrended Texts:

Mat eri al s/ Suppl i es: SFU Musi c supports Finale and Sibelius notation software.
Prerequi site/ Corequi site: FPA 445 or prior approva

Not es:

This outline is derived froma course outline repository database that was maintai ned by SFU

Student Services and the University’'s IT Services Departnent. The database was retired in
2014 and the data mgrated to SFU Archives in 2015.



